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BRUSSELS (A.A) - 26.06.2009 - A Swiss institute honored the Turkish prime
minister with award in the Belgian capital of Brussels on Friday.

The Swiss Crans Montana Institute granted award (Prix de la Foundation) to
Turkey's Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan in a ceremony in Brussels.

Erdogan was honored with the award for his efforts to combat corruption, improve
minority rights, and encourage right to organization and freedom of expression.

"It is not possible for Turkey to only be a spectator of the developments in its
region," Erdogan said during the award ceremony.

Erdogan defined Turkey's geography as sensitive, and said Turkey had a strategic
location in the intersection point of the Middle East, Central Asia and the West.

The Turkish prime minister said that Turkey had launched the strategic stability
and cooperation process in the Caucasus, and undertook a mediation role
between Syria and Israel, which were interrupted due to Israeli offensive against
Palestine.

"Turkey can fulfil its duties again if it is assigned such a mandate (mediation role) because the most important function Turkey
undertakes in the region is peace and encouraging friendships," Erdogan said.

Erdogan said Turkey was supporting Iraq's reconstruction.

"When all these developments are occurring, we want to remind the world that we should not be late in taking necessary steps in the
Middle East," he said.

Erdogan called on the world countries to launch construction infrastructural works in Palestine, and said the world should not remain
indifferent to developments in the region and should take steps immediately.

Also speaking during the ceremony, chairman of the Crans Montana Forum Jean-Paul Carteron said that Turkey had a potential to
contribute to world peace and stability and this potential would become more obvious after Turkey became a European Union (EU)
member.

The Crans Montana Forum is a Swiss International Organization created in Crans Montana (Switzerland) in 1986. It is formally
recognised notably for its purpose to contribute to the construction of a more Humane World: "Committed to a more Humane World."

The Crans Montana Forum works for the promotion of international cooperation and contributes to global growth while ensuring a
high level of stability, equity and security. The aim is also to foster the best practices and ensure a global dialogue.

After the ceremony, Erdogan had a meeting with Jose Manuel Barroso, the president of the European Commission. (BRC)
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