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(DIP) 'PRIVILIGED PARTNERSHIP' DOES NOT EXIST IN 
EU ACQUIS, PM ERDOGAN

 
BRUSSELS (A.A)  - 26.06.2009 - Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
said Friday there is no partnership arrangement called 'privileged partnership' in 
the EU acquis. 

Erdogan answered questions after delivering a speech at the Crans Montana 
Forum in Brussels on Friday.  

"Our partnership with the EU is for full membership. This is what we are working 
for. Aside from full membership, it is impossible for us to accept any other 
partnership with the EU," Erdogan said.  

In response to a question on Cyprus, Erdogan said that the German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel admitted that it was a mistake on the part of the EU to let in the 
Greek Cypriot administration as a member.  

"In a referendum held (on the Annan Plan), the Turkish Cypriots voted 'yes' while 
75 percent of the Greek Cypriots voted 'no'," Erdogan said.  

"Despite saying 'no', the Greek Cypriots were admitted into the EU," Erdogan 
reminded.  

In response to a question on EU's expansion and the Alliance of Civilizations initiative co-sponsored by Turkey and Spain, Erdogan 
said that the definitions of EU expansion and the expansion of the Alliance of Civilizations are different.  

The EU must continue expansion if it wishes to be a political, social and economic power, Erdogan said.  

As far as the Alliance of Civilizations is concerned, cultures, religions and civilizations are all within the alliance. Our doors are open 
to all cultures, religions and civilizations. We support the Alliance of Civilizations to facilitate global peace, Erdogan also said. (SOL-
AÖ) 
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